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Unlocking Opportunity
Through Literacy

We are committed to opening doors for adult
learners and families by strengthening foundational
skills in reading, writing, and math. Lee County
Literacy Coalition elevates job readiness and lifelong
success through targeted, accessible learning
experiences.

Adult literacy matters because it transforms lives—improving economic
opportunity, health, family stability, and civic participation. It’s not just about
reading words on a page; it’s about unlocking dignity, independence, and the
ability to fully engage in society.



Why Adult Literacy ?
Personal Empowerment: Adults with strong literacy
skills can read contracts, understand medical
instructions, manage finances, and navigate digital
platforms. 

Economic Opportunity: Literacy directly impacts
employment and income. Adults with low literacy
often struggle to find stable jobs, while those with
higher skills access better opportunities and
contribute more to economic growth.

Health Outcomes: Being able to read
prescriptions, health information, and consent
forms leads to better health management. Studies
show higher literacy rates correlate with improved
physical and emotional well-being.

Family & Child Success: Literate parents are better
equipped to support their children’s education.
Investing in adult literacy creates a ripple effect—
boosting K–12 achievement and breaking cycles of
poverty.

Civic Participation: Literacy enables adults to vote,
understand laws, and engage in community life.
Without it, individuals are excluded from shaping
the society they live in

Social Inclusion: Literacy reduces stigma and
isolation. It fosters inclusion, allowing adults to
participate in cultural, social, and digital spaces.
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Meet Our Team

We are more than just colleagues—we are a collective of talented
individuals united by purpose. Each person brings unique skills, creativity,
and passion, and together we form a team that is stronger than the sum of
its parts. Every success is built on shared effort, trust, and mutual respect.
No matter the role, we move forward together, ensuring that every learner
feels supported and every partner feels valued.

Patricia Butts Austin Pearson
Executive Director

Erika Martin John Bowers Cadence Jackson
Resource

Development
Learner

Engagement
Volunteer

Recruitment

Juliette Walker
Community
Partnership

Program Manager



Our board provides the strategic direction that keeps our mission
focused and forward-looking. Their support ensures that every
decision centers on the needs of adult learners and the impact on
families. More than advisors, they are active collaborators—
celebrating successes, navigating challenges, and standing shoulder-
to-shoulder with staff and volunteers.
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Tomekia Rush - President

Shakari Cunningham - Vice President

Patricia Stewart - Treasurer

Tenley Lewis

Danielle Moore

Sutricia Johnson

Chelsea Rand-Fleming

Alison Allen-Reese



Individuals Supported
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Indiviudals supported through our programs have seen consistent
increases in participation. From improved reading comprehension and
digital literacy to greater job readiness and community engagement,
these gains reflect the dedication of our team,  volunteers and the
resilience of our learners.



Our volunteers are the lifeblood of our work.
They give their time, energy, and compassion
to ensure that adults in our community have
the opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive

With limited resources, our coalition could not
reach as far or as deeply without volunteers.
Their dedication multiplies our capacity,
making every dollar stretch further and every
program more effective. This year we
onboarded 173 new volunteers.

Volunteers don’t just teach skills; they build
relationships. Their encouragement fosters
confidence, belonging, and resilience in
learners who may have felt left behind.
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1M

The Bigger
Picture

Globally, 771 million adults remain illiterate, with
many more lacking the digital and workplace
literacy needed for today’s world. 

More than 48 million adults in the United States
cannot read, write, or do basic math above a third-
grade level, limiting their ability to thrive in modern
society. In Alabama, 1 in 5 and more than 30,000 in
Lee County alone struggle with their literacy.  

Literacy gaps are linked to incarceration: 75% of
incarcerated individuals did not finish high school,
and correctional education reduces recidivism by
43%.

771M
Globally

48M
US



Our signature fundraiser, Reading
Between the Wines, returned in March
2025. This evening was full of fun, wine,
delicious food, and community. Local
author Tim Lockette was the guest
speaker with a performance by Auburn
University’s Mosaic Theatre Company.
The event also featured a silent auction
and other surprises. 

Fundraising &
Awareness Events
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The Great Grown-Up Spelling Bee was
held in September 2025. After a 5-year
hiatus, guests enjoyed the excitement of
the friendly competition. Southern Union
State Community College was named the
champion and has bragging rights until
next year. 






