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6.	 Acts at a distance and attracts bodies of matter toward each other

7.	 Mass times velocity

8.	 A particle at rest will stay at rest and a particle in motion will stay in motion until acted 
upon by an outside force.

Use the text and diagram to answer questions 9–10.

The crust is the outermost layer of what we think of as “the Earth.” It includes the mountains, 
valleys, continents, continental shelves, ocean basins, etc. The crust is rich in oxygen, silicon, and 
aluminum, with lesser amounts of other elements like iron, nickel, etc. It has low density (2.5 to 
3.5 gm/cm3), that floats on the denser mantle. Several separate tectonic plates float beneath it 
on the surface of the mantle. The tectonic plates touch but magma can leak between the plates, 
at times causing volcanoes or the formation of underwater ocean ridges of new rock. 

9.	 There is a line of volcanic activity that shows up in white on this map. It stretches 
through the Aleutian Islands of Alaska, around the Eastern shore of Asia, Japan, and the 
Pacific Islands, to the Western shore of South America and Central and North America. 
This area has been nicknamed the “Ring of Fire” due to its highly volatile volcanic 
activity. Explain using evidence from the map and text why this area would be subject 
to high volcanic disruption.
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10.	Many of Earth’s major landforms are features that occurred due to _________ hitting 
each other.

A.	 continental shelves
B.	 continents
C.	 tectonic plates
D.	 faults

11.	Pathogens in the form of airborne droplets are most likely to cause which of the follow-
ing illnesses?

A.	 throat infection
B.	 stomach virus
C.	 AIDS
D.	 malaria

12.	In glycolysis, a molecule of glucose is broken down into all of the following EXCEPT

A.	 pyruvic acid
B.	 ATP 
C.	 CO2

D.	 H+

13.	When astronomers observe the redshift of light from a faraway star, this means that the 
star is

A.	 moving away from us.
B.	 moving toward us.
C.	 ready to explode.
D.	 a dwarf star.
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14.	Rabbits are not native to Australia, having been brought there from England by sailors 
in the 18th century. Yet rabbits have thrived and have, in fact, overpopulated Australia. 
In addition, rabbits and certain native Australian wallabies, although not closely related, 
resemble each other as to body structure and habits. Which idea about evolution is 
supported by these facts?

A.	 Mass extinctions of species and the emergence of new species can be studied 
by examining the fossil record. 

B.	 Different species originally developed because of changes in some shared ances-
tral genetic code.

C.	 Many species have body parts that look similar because they evolved from the 
same ancestral mammal.

D.	 Species evolve in similar ways when they react to similar surroundings. 

Use the following list to answer questions 15–17.

	 A.	 Radiation
	 B.	 Convection
	 C.	 Irradiation
	 D.	 Conduction

15.	An athlete with a sore shoulder places a warm compress on it to transfer energy to 
soothe the muscle.

16.	On a cold February morning, a blower system in a car warms up after several minutes 
and blows air through vents in the floor, dashboard, and under the windshield. Even-
tually, the driver is able to unbutton his coat and stay warm even though the outside 
temperature is still 23°F.

17.	Getting ready for a fall cruise inspires a young lady to spend a couple of weeks going to 
a local spa and reclining under a tanning lamp. However, such practices might result in 
dangerous overexposure to ultraviolet rays that can lead to cancer or premature aging 
of the skin.
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Use the following passage and graph, as instructed, to answer questions 18–20.

Fish health in ponds depends on dissolved oxygen mostly produced through the process of pho-
tosynthesis by phytoplankton (microscopic plants). 

6CO2

Carbon dioxide
+

6H2O

Water

sunlight

nutrients

C6H12O6

Carbohydrate
+

6O2

Oxygen

The equation above illustrates the process of photosynthesis. Photosynthesis occurs during the 
day producing oxygen. At night the process of respiration occurs in the phytoplankton, repre-
sented by the equation below. It uses dissolved oxygen and produces carbon dioxide. 

6O2

Oxygen
+

C6H12O6

Carbohydrate

sunlight

nutrients

6CO2

Carbon dioxide
+

6H2O

Water
+ Energy
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18.	The graph above shows the pattern of dissolved oxygen in a pond over a 24-hour period 
due to the photosynthetic and respiration processes. Think about how you would com-
plete the last two points on the graph for the hours of 21:00 and 00:00 (midnight) on 
day 2. The last two points on the graph would

A.	 go a lot higher.
B.	 drop quite a bit.
C.	 go up a little.
D.	 drop a bit.
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19.	The respiration reaction shown below and that occurs at night is a 
decomposition

combination

replacement

double replacement

Select . . .  
reaction. 

6O2

Oxygen
+

C6H12O6

Carbohydrate

6CO2

Carbondioxide
+

6H2O

Water
+ Energy

20.	Considering the information provided in the text and the graph, explain what effect 
shortening days of sunlight in winter would have on the pond ecosystem.

21.	Energy flows through the food chain from

A.	 producers to consumers to decomposers.
B.	 producers to secondary consumers to primary consumers.
C.	 decomposers to consumers to producers.
D.	 secondary consumers to producers.
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Use the following information to answer questions 22–25.

Normal skin color in mice is dominant to albino. In the following questions, N stands for normal 
skin color and n for albino.

22.	Three offspring of two normal-skinned parents have normal skin, but one is albino. 
Which of the following must be true?

A.	 One parent must have the NN genotype.
B.	 Both parents must have the NN genotype.
C.	 One parent must have the nn genotype.
D.	 Both parents must have the Nn genotype.

23.	The albino offspring from the F1 generation described above produces one albino off-
spring and one normal offspring in the F2 generation. What must be the genotype of 
the albino’s mate?

A.	 either Nn or NN
B.	 either Nn or nn
C.	 Nn
D.	 nn

24.	What percentage of the offspring of two albino parents would most likely be normal?

A.	 100%
B.	 50%
C.	 10%
D.	 0%

25.	What are the chances that two normal parents each carrying recessive genes for albinism 
could have a heterozygous normal offspring?

A.	 1 out of 2
B.	 3 out of 4
C.	 2 out of 3
D.	 0 out of 4
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26.	Which of the following chemical equations is NOT properly balanced?

A.	 FeCl3 – 3NaOH → Fe(OH)3 – 3NaCl
B.	 CH4 + O2 → CO2 + 2H2O
C.	 C3H3 + 5O2 → 3CO2 + 4H2O

D.	 2NaCL + F2 → 2NAF + CL2

27.	The 
stratosphere

troposphere

exosphere

Select . . .  is the densest atmospheric layer, accounting for most 

of the mass of the atmosphere. It contains 99% of the water vapor found in the 
atmosphere.

Use the following information to answer questions 28–29.

The formation of holes in the Earth’s ozone layer due to chemicals used by humans allows more 
ultraviolet (UV) light to reach the oceans. Increased UV light can kill phytoplankton, marine algae, 
and other microorganisms. 

28.	Which statement BEST describes how a large decrease in phytoplankton and marine 
algae would affect the ocean food web?

A.	 The effect would not be drastic since the organisms are so small.
B.	 The number of marine animals would decrease due to the decrease in 

producers.
C.	 The number of consumers in the food web would increase as the producers 

decrease.
D.	 The number of decomposers would increase as the phytoplankton and marine 

algae die.
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29.	Which of the following explains the MOST LIKELY effect of increased UV light on 
alpine and polar lakes that are very clear? 

A.	 The increase in solar UV radiation would increase the rate of mutation in 
microorganisms such as phytoplankton and algae, so that they would no longer 
be a healthy food source for marine animals.

B.	 The UV light would raise the temperature of the alpine and polar lakes, which 
would help the microorganisms repair themselves.

C.	 The UV light would stimulate photosynthesis, resulting in a more stable 
ecosystem. 

D.	 The UV light would penetrate to a greater depth in lakes that have clear water, 
potentially doing greater damage to the ecosystem.

30.	Why does a food chain generally have no more than five trophic levels?

A.	 There is a loss of energy at each trophic level.
B.	 There is no way to determine the upper trophic levels.
C.	 Many organisms have multiple food sources.
D.	 The loss of biodiversity has limited the variety of organisms.

31.	Which of the following statements is correct in comparing and contrasting prokaryotes 
and eukaryotes? 

A.	 Eukaryotes are much larger than prokaryotes, but otherwise they share the 
same structure.

B.	 Cytoplasm is found in both prokaryotes and eukaryotes but in a slightly dif-
ferent form in each.

C.	 Both prokaryotes and eukaryotes are mainly multicellular. 
D.	 Prokaryotes and eukaryotes both have distinct organelles, although prokaryotes 

have fewer of them.

32.	Which of the following is NOT included in the body’s first line of defense against 
disease-causing agents?

A.	 stomach acid
B.	 mucous membranes 
C.	 phagocytes
D.	 cilia
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33.	A ball rolling at a velocity of 12 m/sec hits a wall after 36 seconds. What is the accelera-
tion of the ball? 

A.	 –23.334 m/sec
B.	 23.334 m/sec
C.	 0.334 m/sec2

D.	 –0.334 m/sec²

34.	A food pyramid is shown below.

Food Pyramid

owls

snakes bacteria

toads

grasses

grasshoppers

	 In this food pyramid, toads are which of the following?

A.	 primary consumers
B.	 secondary consumers 
C.	 producers
D.	 tertiary consumers 
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35.	Look at the population graph below.
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	 Which of the following population factors does the dotted line represent?

A.	 lack of competitors
B.	 carrying capacity 
C.	 migration
D.	 frequency of reproduction 

36.	The Florida panther once roamed widely in the southeastern United States. The number 
of Florida panthers was drastically reduced due to loss of habitat, hunting, and even 
collisions with automobiles. By the 1970s, the estimated number of Florida panthers 
had shrunk to only six. Which of the following describes the most likely next stage in 
this situation?

A.	 genetic defects in the population due to inbreeding
B.	 genetic diversity due to interbreeding with other free-roaming puma species
C.	 improvement of the Florida panther’s gene pool due to inbreeding 
D.	 development of two new breeds of Florida panther 
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37.	Cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2) is an enzyme vital to the production of the prostaglandins, 
but also contributes to the inflammation of joints in medical conditions such as arthri-
tis. New medications that block the production of prostaglandins by COX-2 enzymes 
and thereby relieve the symptoms of arthritis are a type of which of the following?

A.	 hormone
B.	 chemical inhibitor
C.	 ion
D.	 prosthetic group

Use the diagram below of the human female reproductive system to answer question 38.

Fallopian tubes

Ovaries

Uterus

Cervix

Endometrium

Vagina

Female Reproductive System Seen from the Front

38.	In human sexual reproduction, the fertilized ovum attaches to which of the following?

A.	 fallopian tube
B.	 uterus
C.	 endometrium
D.	 vagina
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39.	A person who contracts chicken pox as an adult lacks which of the following? 

A.	 memory cells
B.	 memory cells for a specific pathogen
C.	 plasma cells
D.	 B lymphocyte cells

40.	The water molecule has many special properties. Which of the following occurs because 
of water’s cohesive behavior? 

A.	 Water is able to cool down and heat up slowly.
B.	 Water is able to float in solid form.
C.	 Water is able to dissolve many substances. 
D.	 Water is able to move from the roots to the leaves of plants.

41.	Which of the following is NOT one of the ways in which the carbon cycle uses carbon 
to build organic compounds? 

A.	 plant and animal respiration
B.	 transpiration
C.	 photosynthesis 
D.	 combustion 

Use the following terms to answer questions 42–43.

	 A.	 Cellular respiration
	 B.	 Fermentation
	 C.	 Krebs Cycle
	 D.	 Photosynthesis

42.	Anaerobic process producing two ATP molecules per glucose molecule. 

43.	Breaks down pyruvic acid molecules into CO2 molecules, H+ (protons), and 2 ATP 
molecules.
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Use the following information to answer questions 44–46. 

A student wants to know how temperature affects the rate of the catalyzed reaction for the 
stomach enzyme pepsin. She sets up an experiment in the lab using reaction chambers set at 
varying temperatures. 

44.	Identify the independent variable and dependent variable for this experiment and place 
the correct component into the boxes: 

	 Independent	 Dependent

	 	  

Variables

Pepsin  

Rate of reaction  

Temperature (°C)  

Catalyzation reaction

45.	In which step of the nitrogen cycle do bacteria and fungi break excess nitrates back into 
their elements and release elemental nitrogen back into the atmosphere?

A.	 ammonification 
B.	 denitrification 
C.	 nitrogen fixing 
D.	 decomposition 
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46.	Which graph shows the MOST LIKELY result of this experiment?
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47.	The gravity from the Moon pulls the ocean, causing it to bulge and rise on one side 
while it lowers on the other as the Earth rotates and the Moon orbits, forming tides. 
The Sun has some gravitational effect on tides, but not as much as the Moon. Tides rise 
and fall daily with the rotation of the Earth. Especially high (spring) tides occur during 
which of the following positions of the Sun/Earth/Moon?

A.	

Sun Earth

M

B.	

Sun Earth M

C.	

Sun Earth

M

D.	

Sun Earth

M
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Use the information in the following table to answer questions 48–50.

Properties of Substances

Substance
Reaction 
with  Water

Phase at
Room Temperature

Reaction 
to  Flame Density

Hydrogen (gas) none gas explosive 0.00009 g/ml

Sodium bubbling solid explosive 0.97 g/ml

Mercury none liquid none 13.6 g/ml

48.	Which substance would be considered most highly reactive?

A.	 hydrogen
B.	 sodium
C.	 mercury
D.	 argon

49.	It was concluded from these tests that the phase of a substance determines how reactive 
it would be. Is this a reasonable conclusion from the data included in the table?

A.	 It is a reasonable conclusion since both gases do not react with water
B.	 It is a reasonable conclusion since the solid is the most reactive
C.	 It is a reasonable conclusion since not all substances can be reactive
D.	 It is a poor conclusion since the two gases have very different reactions

50.	Which of the tests noted in the table measured physical properties?

A.	 density, reaction to flame
B.	 reaction to flame and water
C.	 density, phase
D.	 phase, reaction to water
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Answers: Science Practice Test 2

1.	 C. 

Environmental conditions such as heat or acidity inhibit enzymatic reactions by chang-
ing the shape of the active site and rendering the enzyme ineffective. Certain chemicals 
inhibit enzymatic reactions by changing the shape of the enzyme’s active site. If there is a 
lack of substrate, the enzyme will have no substance to affect. Thus, all of these factors may 
inhibit enzymatic reactions except an excess of substrate, which would not inhibit those 
reactions.

2.	 A.

Chlorophyll is not absorbed through plant roots; it is synthesized within plant cells. 
Photolysis, in which a photon of light is absorbed by the chlorophyll pigment, which then 
is in an excited (higher energy) state, is the first step in the photosynthetic process. The 
light reaction is a decomposition reaction that separates water molecules into hydrogen and 
oxygen atoms utilizing the energy from the excited chlorophyll pigment. Oxygen that is 
not needed by the cell combines to form O2 (gas) and is released into the environment. The 
free hydrogen is grabbed and held by a particular molecule (called the hydrogen acceptor) 
until it is needed.

3.	 C. 

An electron has nearly no discernible mass. A proton has a mass of 1 atomic mass unit 
(AMU) as does a neutron. According to the Periodic Table of Elements, an atom of hydro-
gen has a mass on average of 1AMU (1.007) since the most common isotope of hydrogen 
has no neutrons and is a single proton.

4.	 D. 

Rigid cell walls made of cellulose serve the same function of structure and support in 
plant cells as skeletons do in animals.

5.	 B.

Force equals mass times acceleration.

6.	 A.

Gravity is defined as the force that acts at a distance and attracts bodies of matter toward 
each other.
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7.	 D.

Momentum is equal to mass times velocity.

8.	 C.

Inertia is the property of matter that allows a particle at rest to stay at rest and a particle 
in motion to stay in motion until acted upon by an outside force.

9.	

[3 pts. possible] 
The ring of fire is located at the edge of large tectonic plates. (1pt.) Not only is this 
area at the edge of tectonic plates but it also is where continental plates meet and 
one slides under the other, making it easy for magma to leak. (1pt.) These features, as 
shown on the map, make these areas more prone to volcanic activity than the center 
of a plate would be. (1pt.)

10.	C.

Many of Earth’s major landforms are features that occurred due to tectonic plates rub-
bing against each other. Such action causes the folding of rock into mountains or the slip-
ping of one plate under another to form a continental shelf. Careful study of the tectonic 
plates and the land formations between them reveals how the formations came to be.

11.	A.

A respiratory illness such as a throat infection is the most likely sickness to be caused by 
pathogens in airborne droplets spread by sneezing or coughing. A virus might be caught by 
surface contact; AIDS is a bloodborne disease and must be passed by direct blood contact; 
and malaria is spread by parasites such as the mosquito.

12.	C.

CO2 is not a product of glycolysis. Each molecule of glucose is broken down into 
two molecules of pyruvic acid (pyruvate), two ATP molecules, and two hydrogen atoms 
(attached to NADH, nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide).

13.	A.

A redshift in the electromagnetic spectrum of the light from a faraway star means that 
the star is moving away from the observer. In the 1920s, Edwin Hubble (1889–1953) 
observed that galaxies around the Milky Way were moving away from us because of this 
redshift, and those farther away are moving away from us even more rapidly; it is not mov-
ing toward us.
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14.	D.

Though rabbits and wallabies are not closely related and their geographic origins are 
distant, their similarities and the rabbit’s ability to survive in similar habitat supports the 
idea that widely divergent species can evolve in similar ways when reacting to similar bio-
geographical environments.

15.	D.

Conduction is the transfer of molecules by collisions, passing heat through one material 
into another.

16.	B.

Convection is caused by the flow of heated liquid or gas through a volumetric medium.

17.	A.

Radiation is waves traveling through space to transfer heat away from the energy source.

18.	B.

On the actual GED® test, you would mark two hot spots. Answers in the range of the 
box are acceptable. It is important to understand from the text that the oxygen levels will 
drop significantly. It is also important to know how to graph this appropriately. 
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19.	decomposition

The respiration reaction discussed in the text is an exothermic reaction, releasing energy 
for the cell’s use. It is also a decomposition reaction rather than a combination or replace-
ment reaction.

20.	

[3 pts. possible] 
As the amount of daylight per day decreases in autumn and winter there is less pho-
tosynthesis and more respiration. (1 pt.) The oxygen levels in the pond will decrease and 
the pond will not be able to support as many fish. (1 pt.) The population of fish will drop 
off until the sunlight begins to increase again. (1 pt.)

21.	A.

Energy flows through the entire ecosystem in one direction, from producers to consum-
ers and on to decomposers through the food chain.

22.	D.

As shown in the following Punnett square, the only way offspring could be albino is if 
each parent has at least one recessive gene for albinism. Since both have a normal pheno-
type, both must have the Nn genotype. Each parent must also have one recessive allele for 
albinism in order to produce one nn child.

N n

N NN Nn

n Nn nn

23.	C.

The albino parent from the F1 cross must have the nn genotype. As shown in the follow-
ing Punnett square, if the mate was albino (nn) all the offspring would be albino, and if the 
mate was homozygous (NN), then all the offspring would be normal. In order to produce 
both phenotypes, the second parent must be heterozygous (Nn).

n n

N Nn Nn

N nn nn
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24.	D.

All offspring of two albino parents (each must have the genotype nn) will be albino, so 
the answer is 0%.

25.	A.

Referring to the Punnett square in answer 22, it is clear that the Nn × Nn cross would 
yield 1 out of 4 albino (homozygous), 1 out of 4 homozygous normal (NN), and 2 out of 
4 heterozygous normal (Nn) children.

26.	B.

The correct balanced equation is: 

CH4 + 2O2 → CO2 + 2H2O 

27.	troposphere

The troposphere is the densest atmospheric layer. Accounting for most of the mass of 
the atmosphere, it contains 99% of the water vapor found in the atmosphere.

28.	B.

The numbers of marine animals that are primary consumers in the ocean food web 
would decrease because of the decrease in phytoplankton and marine algae that these ani-
mals depend on. The small size of the organisms does not affect their importance to the 
ecosystem (A). The number of consumers would decrease, not increase, with the loss of 
microorganisms. Decomposers would also decrease due to the overall effect on the ocean 
food web.

29.	D.

The most likely effect is that clear waters in alpine (mountain) and polar lakes would 
allow UV radiation to penetrate to a greater depth, which would increase the potential 
damage to the organisms in the lakes and thus to the entire ecosystem. By affecting rates of 
photosynthesis and reproduction, this abiotic factor would probably decrease biodiversity 
and limit the carrying capacity of each lake.

30.	A.

A food chain is usually limited to no more than five trophic levels because of a nearly 
90% loss of energy at each trophic level. Loss of energy is caused by such factors as heat loss 
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from chemical reactions, energy lost as waste, and the fact that not all lower-level organisms 
are consumed by organisms at the next-highest level.

31.	B.

Both prokaryotic cells and eukaryotic cells have cytoplasm. However, the cytoplasm 
in the prokaryote is granular and viscous, and the nuclear material floats freely without 
a nuclear membrane. Eukaryotes are indeed much larger than prokaryotes, but the latter 
has a much more primitive structure. Prokaryotes are unicellular and do not have distinct 
organelles.

32.	C. 

Phagocytes are special cells that ingest invasive microbes as part of the body’s nonspecific 
immune response in the second line of defense against disease. The other answer choices are 
all part of the first line of defense.

33.	D.

Acceleration is determined with the following equation:

=
−

=
−

= −a v v
t

average acceleration = change in velocity
time

0 12 m/sec
36 sec

0.334 m/sec2 1 2

34.	B.

In this food pyramid, toads are secondary consumers that feed on the herbivore grass-
hoppers, which are primary consumers.

35.	B. 

The dotted line in the graph represents the point at which the habitat’s carrying capac-
ity is reached and population growth therefore levels out. Factors such as lack of competi-
tors and frequency of reproduction would affect the carrying capacity of a habitat but are 
not specifically represented by the dotted line. Limiting factors (disease, predators, toxic 
environment, natural disasters, etc.) are those that prevent a population from growing to 
its biotic potential.
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36.	A.

The Florida panther, with its drastically reduced numbers, was subject to the bottleneck 
effect. Population bottlenecks take place when a population’s size is decreased for at least one 
generation. A reduced population must survive by inbreeding and is thus much more vul-
nerable to the effects of certain alleles than usual. This frequently results in genetic defects in 
the population. This is, in fact, what happened to the Florida panther. While it has avoided 
extinction, its population now has certain genetic defects including a hole in the heart.

37.	B.

Substances that compete to attach to an enzyme’s active site are called inhibitors. If 
they attach to the enzyme first, the cellular reaction (in this case the synthesis of prostaglan-
dins) will not take place. A hormone is a specific chemical messenger used throughout the 
endocrine system. The COX-2 inhibitor is a molecule, not an ion. Prosthetic groups and 
cofactors are substances that work with enzymes to enhance certain reactions, whereas an 
inhibitor will limit the reaction.

38.	C.

The fertilized ovum attaches to the endometrium, which is the inside wall of the uterus.

39.	B.

Memory cells are a kind of  T cell that is created when an antigen such as the chicken 
pox virus appears. Unlike plasma cells, which fight an antigen for about two weeks, memory 
cells remain in a person’s system for a very long time, ready to reactivate immediately should 
the same antigen reappear. Memory cells are always specific to a pathogen, so an adult 
person who has never had a certain virus will not have memory cells in his or her system to 
attack that antigen. That person may, however, have memory cells keyed to another antigen.

40.	D.

The cohesive properties of water are due to the hydrogen bonding between water mol-
ecules. This aids in capillary action, in which water moves upward in the narrow fibers of 
a plant or tree from the roots to the leaves. The ability of water to cool down and heat up 
slowly (A) is due to its high heat capacity, not its strong cohesion. Water floats as a solid (B) 
because it expands upon freezing. It is a universal solvent (C) because it is a highly polar 
molecule. 

41.	B.

Transpiration is part of the water cycle, and is the process by which plants release water 
vapor into the air.
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42.	B.

Fermentation is an anaerobic process producing two ATP molecules per glucose 
molecule. 

43.	C.

The Krebs Cycle breaks down pyruvic acid molecules into CO2 molecules, H+ (protons), 
and 2 ATP molecules and liberates two electrons as the second step of cellular respiration.

44.	The correct answers are as follows:

	 Independent Variable

	 Temperature (°C)  

	 Dependent Variable

	 Rate of Reaction  

45.	B.

Various species of bacteria and fungi break excess nitrates back down into elements, a 
process that releases elemental nitrogen back into the air. This process is called denitrifica-
tion. Ammonification and decomposition are both processes that break substances down 
but do not release nitrogen into the air. Nitrogen fixing makes nitrogen available to plant 
roots.

46.	D.

As temperature increases, the reaction rate of an enzyme also increases. However, above 
an optimal temperature, the reaction rate decreases rapidly. This is because the enzyme mol-
ecules become altered as their hydrogen bonds begin to break. The enzyme then becomes 
“denatured,” or incapable of fitting with its substrate and catalyzing the reaction. Choice 
(D) shows this situation, with the graph line peaking at 37° then falling off.

47.	B.

Choice (B) shows the Sun/Earth/Moon alignment of the full moon. During a full 
moon, as during a new moon, the spring tide is in effect since the gravitational pull of the 
sun and moon work together in a 180° force to pull the tides into the highest tides of any 
time.
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48.	B.

Sodium would be considered most highly reactive.

49.	D.

Based on the data n the chart, it is a poor conclusion because the two gases have very 
different reactions.

50.	C.

Density and phase measured physical properties in the table.
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Practice Test 2: Social Studies

Use the following chart to answer questions 1–3.

Amendments to the U.S. Constitution

1 Guarantees freedom of religion, speech, assembly, and press, and the right to petition the government

2 Protects the rights of states to maintain a militia and of citizens to bear arms

3 Restricts the quartering of troops in private homes

4 Protects against unreasonable searches and seizures

5 Assures the right not to be deprived of life, liberty, and property without due process of law

6 Guarantees the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury

7 Assures the right to a jury trial in cases involving the common law, the law established by previous 
court decisions

8 Protects against excessive bail or cruel and unusual punishment

9 Provides that people’s right are not restricted to those specified in the first eight amendments

10 Restates the Constitution’s principle of federalism by providing that powers not granted to the national 
government nor prohibited to the states are reserved to the states and to the people

1.	 The chart above lists the first 10 amendments to the United States Constitution. The 
First Amendment includes 

A.	 the Rights of the Accused.
B.	 the Five Freedoms.
C.	 the Preamble.
D.	 the Bill of Rights.

2.	 Amendments four to eight are referred to as 

A.	 the Rights of the Accused.
B.	 the Five Freedoms.
C.	 the Preamble.
D.	 the Bill of Rights.
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3.	  In the Third Amendment, the word quartering means which of the following?

A.	 cutting
B.	 blocking
C.	 housing
D.	 measuring

Use the following chart to answer question 4.

The graph below shows the year 2013 purchasing power of having $50 in previous years.

1960

2013 Value of Having $50.00 in Selected Prior Years

20
13
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)
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1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Source: Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics

4.	 According to the graph above, which decade experienced the fastest rate of inflation?

A.	 1960s
B.	 1970s
C.	 1980s
D.	 1990s
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Use the graph below to answer questions 5 and 6.

Number of Slaves 1850–1860

0 100,000 200,000 300,000 400,000 500,000

Alabama

Mississippi

South Carolina

Virginia

1860

1850

5. 	 According to this graph, 
Virginia

South Carolina

Mississippi

Alabama

Select  had almost as many slaves in 1850 

as it did in 1860? 

6.	 According to the graph, 
Virginia

South Carolina

Mississippi

Alabama

Select  had the greatest increase in the num-

ber of slaves in 1860?
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Use the following graph to answer question 7.

7.	 Which of the following statements is supported by the graph?

40.00%

20.00%

0.00%

Decrease in Housing Market Due to Unemployment

2008 2009 2010 2011

unemployment decline in housing market foreclosures

U.S. Bureau of Labor and Statistics

A.	 The unemployment rate increased from 2008 to 2011, causing the number of 
foreclosures to increase.

B.	 The unemployment rate remained steady from 2009 to 2011; however, the 
decrease in the housing market increased.

C.	 The unemployment rate, decline in housing market, and number of foreclo-
sures are unrelated.

D.	 Foreclosures increased steadily throughout the period between 2008 and 2011 
with little or no correlation to the unemployment rate. 
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Status of the States, 1861

States that seceded before April 15, 1861

States that seceded after April 15, 1861

Union states that permitted slavery

Union states that banned slavery

Territories

8.	 According to the above map, April 15, 1861 was significant. What conclusion can be 
made about this date?

A.	 The United States had a new president.
B.	 The line drawn by the Missouri Compromise in 1850 did not apply to 

California.
C.	 The territories did not have slavery.
D.	 The Southern states had seceded from the Union.
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Use this information to answer questions 9 and 10.

This letter, printed widely in American newspapers, was written by George W. Harkins, chief of the 
Choctaw tribe, in response to the brutal Indian removals to new homes in the West.

George W. Harkins to the American People, February 25, 1832

Yet it is said that our present movements are our own voluntary acts — such is not the case. 
We found ourselves like a benighted stranger, following false guides, until he was surrounded 
on every side, with fire and water. The fire was certain destruction, and a feeble hope was left 
him of escaping by water. A distant view of the opposite shore encourages the hope; to remain 
would be inevitable annihilation. Who would hesitate, or who would say that his plunging into 
the water was his own voluntary act? Painful in the extreme is the mandate of our expulsion. We 
regret that it should proceed from the mouth of our professed friend, for whom our blood was 
co-mingled with that of his bravest warriors, on the field of danger and death.

I ask you in the name of justice, for repose for myself and for my injured people. Let us alone — 
we will not harm you, we want rest. We hope, in the name of justice, that another outrage may 
never be committed against us, and that we may for the future be cared for as children, and not 
driven about as beasts, which are benefited by a change of pasture.

Courtesy of the Center on Congress at Indiana University

9.	 In his letter, George W. Harkins is referring to which of the following?

A.	 Indian Removal Act
B.	 Civil Rights Movement
C.	 American Indian Movement
D.	 People’s Protest at the University of California at Berkeley

10.	Which conclusion can you draw from the information in the Harkins letter?

A.	 The Choctaw tribe was leaving their lands voluntarily.
B.	 The Choctaw tribe was being forced to leave their lands.
C.	 The Choctaw tribe had no land.
D.	 The Choctaw tribe wanted to move to another place.
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Use the following map to answer question 11.

11.	Based on the map, which of the following is the most likely conclusion one could draw?

SOUTH
AMERICA

AFRICA

NORTH
AMERICA

10

5 6

7

EUROPE

8

Tropic of Capricorn

1.  Great Basin Desert
2.  Peruvian Desert
3.  Atacama Desert

4.  Patagonian Desert
5.  Sahara Desert
6.  Arabian Desert

7.  Turkestan Desert
8.  Great Indian Desert
9.  Gobi Desert

10.  Kalahari and 
       Namib Deserts

Equator

Tropic 
of Cancer

9

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

1

3

2

4

A.	 Most desertification occurs near the equator.
B.	 A large  area of desert can be found in Northern Africa.
C.	 There is a large desert area in South America.
D.	 There is no desert in Australia.
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Use the following information to answer questions 12 and 13.

The Constitution allows the federal government and the states to exercise some nearly identical 
powers. Both the federal and state governments can make and enforce similar laws. For example, 
states make laws regulating state elections, while the federal government controls congressional 
and presidential elections. Both state legislatures and Congress can levy taxes, charter banks, and 
borrow money. Powers that exist at both levels are called concurrent powers.

The Federal System: Division of Powers

Powers Delegated to the 
Federal Government

Powers Shared by 
the Federal and State 
Governments

Powers Reserved  
to the States

Declare war
Regulate interstate and foreign 

trade
Coin money
Establish post offices
Set standards for weights and 

measurements
Admit new states
Establish foreign policy
Establish laws for citizenship
Regulate patents and copyrights
Pass laws necessary for carrying 

out its powers

Enforce laws
Borrow money
Levy taxes
Establish charter banks
Provide for general welfare

Establish local governments
Regulate commerce within a 

state
Provide for public safety
Create corporation laws
Establish schools
Make marriage laws
Assume all the powers not 

granted to the federal 
government or prohibited by 
the Constitution

12.	Which of the following are shared powers of the Federal and State governments?

A.	 Make it possible for an immigrant to become a citizen of the United States
B.	 Provide the legal basis and charter for a new bank in the state of Wyoming
C.	 Establish a new school system in Shelby County, Tennessee
D.	 Admit Puerto Rico as a new state

13.	In the introduction to this chart the word concurrent most likely means which of the 
following?

A.	 Next to one another
B.	 Shared by both federal and state
C.	 Occurring in two geographic places at the same time
D.	 Near but not next to one another
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Use the following table to answer question 14.

Trends in Urban Populations — Current and Projected

1975 2000 2025

1. Tokyo, Japan 26.6 1. Tokyo, Japan 34.5 1. Tokyo, Japan 36.4

2. New York- Newark, USA 15.9 2. Mexico City, Mexico 18 2. Bombay, India 26.4

3. Mexico City, Mexico 10.7 3. New York-Newark, USA 17.9 3. Delhi, India 22.5

4. Osaka-Kobe, Japan 9.8 4. São Paulo, Brazil 17.1 4. Dhaka, Bangladesh 22

5. São Paulo, Brazil 9.6 5. Bombay, India 16.1 5. São Paulo, Brazil 21.4

6. Los Angeles-Long 
Beach-Santa Ana, USA

8.9 6. Shanghai, China 13.2 6. Mexico City, Mexico 21

7. Buenos Aires, Argentina 8.8 7. Calcutta, India 13.1 7. New York-Newark, USA 20.6

8. Paris, France 8.6 8. Delhi, India 12.4 8. Calcutta, India 20.6

9. Calcutta, India 7.9 9. Buenos Aires, Argentina 11.9 9. Shanghai, China 19.4

10. Moscow, Russian 
Federation

7.6 10. Los Angeles-Long 
Beach-Santa Ana, USA

11.8 10. Karachi, Pakistan 19.1

Source: United Nations, World Urbanization Prospects, The 2007 Revision.

14.	Based on the information in the chart above, 
Delhi

Mexico City

Tokyo

Select  will be the most 

populous city in the world in 2025.
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Use the following pie chart to answer questions 15 and 16.

Refugees in the United States in 2010

Bhutanese
12%

Iraq
17%

Near East and 
South Asia

34%
Latin America 
and Caribbean

5%

East Asia
17%

Africa
12%

Iran
3%

15.	According to the graph, what conclusion can be made about refugees in the United 
States in 2010?

A.	 More than half the refugees in the United States were from Asia.
B.	 Latin America and the Caribbean were a great source of refugees in 2010.
C.	 Refugees come to the United States from Europe.
D.	 Iran and Iraq had a large number of refugees.

16.	The smallest number of refugees in the United States came from  and 
.

Use the following information to answer questions 17–19.

Text 1: The Aftermath of the Alien and Sedition Acts 

In 1798, Congress passed the Alien and Sedition Acts. The acts came in response to fears of 
going to war with France. The Alien Act gave the president the right to imprison or expel aliens 
(non-citizens) deemed “dangerous to the peace and safety of the United States.” The Sedition 
Act was adopted to restrict speech critical of the government. Some people believed these acts 
violated the Constitution. In fact, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison wrote resolutions that 
argued that the federal government lacked authority to exercise power not specifically given to 
it by the Constitution. Kentucky and Virginia passed these resolutions. The Kentucky Resolution, 
penned by Jefferson, went further than Madison’s Virginia Resolution, declaring that states had 
the right to nullify such an act of Congress.

This debate made its way into the presidential election of 1800. Jefferson and Aaron Burr ran 
against John Adams and Charles Pinckney. The election resulted in a tie, so the House of Repre-
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sentatives had to decide the winner. Ultimately, Jefferson was declared the winner. But because 
the election created so many problems, the 12th Amendment was added to the U.S. Constitution.

Text 2: Amendment XII 

Passed by Congress December 9, 1803. Ratified June 15, 1804.

. . . The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such 
majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of 
those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, 
the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representa-
tion from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a 
choice. . . .

Source: National Archives and Records Administration

17.	Place the four events into the flow chart to show the order in which they occur in Text 1.

Event Flow Chart: What Happened After the Alien and Sedition Acts Became Law

1

Jefferson and Madison 
write the Kentucky 

and Virginia Resolutions

3

Nullification becomes 
an issue in the 

Election of 1800

5

Jefferson declared the 
winner of the 

Election of 1800

7

Congress passes the 
Alien and Sedition Acts

The 12th Amendment 
to the Constitution 

is ratified 

Virginia and Kentucky 
resolutions enacted 

Election of 1800 
ends in a tie  
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18.	In the text, the word nullify most likely means which of the following?

A.	 to bring about
B.	 to strike down
C.	 to add to the Constitution
D.	 to become higher in rank

19.	The 12th Amendment was one important result of the election of 1800. According to 
the excerpt, what was the purpose of passing this amendment?

A.	 To make Thomas Jefferson the president of the United States
B.	 To provide a way to decide who is president in the event of an equal number 

of votes
C.	 To help the House of Representatives make Thomas Jefferson the president
D.	 To give the electoral college more power

20.	The area on the map above is known as the Fertile Crescent. What is the reason for this 
name?

A.	 It is a place of large population
B.	 It is an area where people travel a great deal
C.	 It is between two rivers which makes the land very productive
D.	 It is a place where people migrate often

21.	The Fertile Crescent is between the  and the  rivers.
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Read the passage below and then answer questions 22 and 23.

John Adams was about to leave the office of President when he made several last minute 
appointments including judges and court officials. President Jefferson ordered his Secretary of 
State, James Madison, not to deliver the appointment papers. William Marbury was one of those 
appointments. He went to the Supreme Court in a case against Madison. Chief Justice John 
Marshall ruled that Marbury had no right to appeal. This was the first time the Supreme Court 
ruled a law unconstitutional.

The very essence of civil liberty certainly consists in the right of every individual to claim the 
protection of the laws, whenever he receives an injury. One of the first duties of government is 
to afford that protection. [The] government of the United States has been emphatically termed 
a government of laws, and not of men. It will certainly cease to deserve this high appellation, if 
the laws furnish no remedy for the violation of a vested legal right. . . .

By the constitution of the United States, the President is invested with certain important political 
powers, in the exercise of which he is to use his own discretion, and is accountable only to his 
country in his political character, and to his own conscience. To aid him in the performance of 
these duties, he is authorized to appoint certain officers, who act by his authority and in confor-
mity with his orders.

In such cases, their acts are his acts; and whatever opinion may be entertained of the manner 
in which executive discretion may be used, still there exists, and can exist, no power to control 
that discretion. The subjects are political. They respect the nation, not individual rights, and being 
entrusted to the executive, the decision of the executive is conclusive. . . .

National Archives and Records Administration

22.	Marbury v. Madison is one of the most important Supreme Court rulings in United 
States history. Since the decision, many cases have gone before the Courts. Based on 
this information and the information in the previous paragraphs, why was this ruling 
so significant? 

A.	 Denied Adams’s right to make midnight appointments
B.	 Upheld Adams’s right to make midnight appointments
C.	 Confirmed Congress’s power to expand judicial authority
D.	 Affirmed the power of the court to declare a law unconstitutional

23.	The process established in the case of Marbury v. Madison is called judicial review. It 

extends the power of the 
executive

legislative

judicial

Select  branch of U.S. government.
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24.	What organization was often the target of mass demonstrations, a few of them violent, 
against globalization?

A.	 WTO–World Trade Organization
B.	 CBC–Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
C.	 NATO– North Atlantic Treaty Organization
D.	 NASA–National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Use this chart to answer questions 25.

Number of Americans by Type of Health Insurance Coverage (in millions) 
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25.	Based on the information in this chart, what are the implications concerning health 
insurance?

A.	 More people were insured in 2011 than in 2010.
B.	 The number of uninsured have increased.
C.	 The number of insured overall have increased.
D.	 More people are insured by Medicare and Medicaid.

Use the following statement to answer question 26.

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, the Great Recession (2007-2009) triggered a big 
increase in the number of Americans without health insurance from 2008 to 2010 “as a high 
jobless rate led millions to lose their employer-sponsored coverage.” Meanwhile, the new federal 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), with a key goal of reducing the number of uninsured, was signed into 
law by President Obama in 2010.
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26.	Based on the above statement, what would be a reasonable prediction for 2011 about 
the rate of uninsured in relation to the total American population?

A.	 Uninsured rates would be expected to rise as the economy improved and early 
provisions expanding coverage under the ACA went into effect.

B.	 There would be no uninsured Americans left because, under the ACA, all 
Americans are mandated to carry health insurance.

C.	 Newly insured Americans would place a strain on the Medicaid system.
D.	 Uninsured rates would be expected to drop as the economy improved and early 

provisions expanding coverage under the ACA went into effect.

Read the passage below. Then answer questions 27 and 28.

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) requires each of the nationwide credit reporting companies — 
Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion — to provide you with a free copy of your credit report, at your 
request, once every 12 months. The FCRA promotes the accuracy and privacy of information in the 
files of the nation’s credit reporting companies. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the nation’s 
consumer protection agency, enforces the FCRA with respect to credit reporting companies.

A credit report includes information on where you live, how you pay your bills, and whether 
you’ve been sued or have filed for bankruptcy. Nationwide credit reporting companies sell the 
information in your report to creditors, insurers, employers, and other businesses that use it to 
evaluate your applications for credit, insurance, employment, or renting a home.

Your credit report has information that affects whether you can get a loan — and how much you 
will have to pay to borrow money. You want a copy of your credit report to:

• � make sure the information is accurate, complete, and up-to-date before you apply for a 
loan for a major purchase like a house or car, buy insurance, or apply for a job.

• � help guard against identity theft. That’s when someone uses your personal information 
— like your name, your Social Security number, or your credit card number — to com-
mit fraud. Identity thieves may use your information to open a new credit card account 
in your name. Then, when they don’t pay the bills, the delinquent account is reported on 
your credit report. Inaccurate information like that could affect your ability to get credit, 
insurance, or even a job

27.	According to the excerpt, what information is found in your credit report?

A.	 your education level, income amount, and debt amounts
B.	 your payment and credit history
C.	 your parents’ or other family members’ credit history
D.	 your bank account numbers

GED_OnlineTest.indb   139 1/6/17   8:57 AM



140

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es

Copyright © 2017 by Research & Education Association, Inc. All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without permission of the publisher.

Read the following passage and answer questions 28–31.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which dis-
trict shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Source: National Archives and Records Administration

28.	Which of the following is NOT provided for in the Sixth Amendment?

A.	 A mistrial
B.	 An innocent person convicted of crimes he did not commit
C.	 A lengthy trial
D.	 The services of an attorney

29.	As it is used in the above text, what does the word impartial mean?

A.	 half
B.	 fair
C.	 long
D.	 large

30.	Some trials do not take place in the “district wherein the crime shall have been com-
mitted” when the attorney of the accused asks for a “change of venue.” What does the 
term “change of venue” mean?

A.	 more people to select as jurors
B.	 a different location for the trial since it may be difficult to find an impartial 

jury in the area the crime was committed
C.	 a larger location in the event of a large attendance
D.	 a different attorney since the accused cannot pay
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Use the following map of the exploration route of Hernando de Soto to answer question 31.

Source: Library of Congress

31.	Based on the map, Hernando de Soto explored the 
northeast

northwest

southeast

southwest

Select  regions of 

the United States.
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Use the chart below to answer questions 32–34.

Number of Unemployed—25 Years and Older, by Level of Education
(in millions)

2012

2013

Less than High
School

14

12

10

8

6

4

2

0
High School

Diploma
Some College Bachelor Degree

or More

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, April 2013

32.	Based on the information in the chart 

more

less

the same number of

Select   people with high school 

diplomas are unemployed than those with a bachelor’s degree.

33.	Based on the information in the chart, the best prediction about the unemployment 
rate for people over 25 years old is that it 

increased

decreased

stayed the same

Select  in 2013 when 

compared to 2012.

34.	Which of the following conclusions about the connection between education level and 
unemployment rate is best supported by the data in the chart?

A.	 Education will not make a difference in the unemployment rate for people in 
the future.

B.	 Education plays a significant role in finding and keeping a job now and in the 
future.

C.	 People who have less than a high school diploma can get good paying jobs.
D.	 People with a high school diploma do not need to further their education in 

order to find and keep jobs.
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Read the passage and answer question 35. 

President Reagan’s 1986 State of the Union Message to Congress was originally scheduled for 
the day of the Challenger explosion, January 28, 1986, but was postponed by a week in response 
to the accident. Reagan begins his message by paying tribute to “the brave seven” Challenger 
crew members and later reiterates the nation’s commitment to the space program. This is a select 
page from the official copy Reagan handed to the President of the Senate before the address. The 
text differs slightly from the final speech made by the President.

RG 46, Records of the U.S. Senate

(continued)
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	 Despite the pressures of our modern world, family and 

community remain the moral core of our society, guardians of our

values and hopes for the future.  Family and community are the

costars of this great American comeback. They are why we say 

tonight: Private values must be at the heart of public policies.

35.	This document refers to the Challenger explosion several times. Based on the informa-
tion in the text, which of the following describes the Challenger?

A.	 an airplane crash 
B.	 a war mission in Cuba
C.	 a space shuttle 
D.	 a missile launched, but failed to fire

Use the following information to answer question 36.

The United States’ involvement in war has been costly throughout history. However, it becomes 
increasingly more expensive as the technology is improved. The American Revolution, which 
lasted eight years, cost $101 million. The War of 1812, lasting only 3 years, cost $90 million. The 
Civil War, which waged for only four years, was intense and widespread, costing an estimated  
$5 billion. Once warfare spread to other countries and grew in technological capabilities, it 
became much more expensive. World War I cost $20 billion in the four years of American involve-
ment. However, World War II, which lasted six years, cost $296 billion. 

(continued)
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36.	Which of the following graphics supports the information in the paragraph?

A.	

	

1775–1783
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Cost of Wars
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M
ill
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1861–1865 1917–1921

American Revolution War of 1812 Civil War

B.	

	

Cost of War

$100,000,0000 $200,000,000 $300,000,000 $400,000,000

(in dollars)

Vietnam

World War I

World War II

C.	

	

War Duration Cost

American Revolution 8 years $101,000,000

War of 1812 3 years $90,000,000

Civil War 4 years $5,000,000,000

WWI 4 years $20,000,000,000

WWII 6 years $296,000,000,000
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D.	

	

World War I

War of 1812

American
Revolution

Civil War

U.S Bureau of Economic Analysis Per Capita Personal Income, by State, 2011

 U.S. = $41,663 $44,673 to $73,105 $41,591 to $44,672

$34,651 to $37,973 $32,176 to $34,650

$37,974 to $41,590

Source: BEA

37.	Based on the map above, the states with the lowest per capita person income in 2011 
were found in which of the following locations?

A.	 north and west
B.	 northeast 
C.	 no specific area, but all parts of the nation
D.	 around large cities

GED_OnlineTest.indb   146 1/6/17   8:57 AM



147

Practice Test 2

Copyright © 2017 by Research & Education Association, Inc. All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without permission of the publisher.

Read the following passages to answer questions 38 and 39.

After the terrorist attacks on U.S. soil on September 11, 2001, the United States government saw 
a need for more security. As a result, the Department of Homeland Security was created. This 
federal department was first charged with the duties of preventing terrorism. However, the role 
of Homeland Security expanded, creating a vast organization with far-reaching duties. Below is 
a summary of the agency’s work.
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In addition to the tasks listed on the excerpt of the DHS website, this department is also in charge 
of immigration and citizenship services and immigration enforcement.

38.	Based on the information, which of the following would be an area Homeland Security 
would investigate?

A.	 searching for drug smugglers in Mexico
B.	 going to Iran to find terrorist groups
C.	 providing assistance after an earthquake in California
D.	 investigating a shooting in Peru

39.	As used in the excerpt, the word vigilance most likely can be defined by which of the 
following?

A.	 a religious ritual
B.	 an alert watchfulness
C.	 a long ceremony
D.	 an attack on the country

Use the following chart and graph to answer questions 40 and 41.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1451–1870

Number of Slaves Transported (in thousands)

1451–1600 1601–1700 1701–1810 1811–1870 Totals

British North 
America

— — 348.0 51.0 399.0

Spanish America 
(Including the 
Sp. Caribbean)

75.0 292.5 578.6 606.0 1552.1

Caribbean 
Islands (Dutch, 
British, and 
French)

— 483.5 3,233.7 96.0 3,813.2

Portuguese 
Brazil

50.0 550.0 1,891.4 1,145.4 3,636.8

Europe, Africa, 
and Asia

149.9 25.1 — — 175.0

Totals 274.9 1,235.1 6,051.7 1,898.4 9,576.1
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Slave Transportation

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

0

British North America

Spanish America

Europe

1601–17001451–1600 1701–1810 1811–1870

40.	According to the chart and graph, the transportation of slaves increased sharply in 
which of the following areas? 

A.	 Europe
B.	 the United States
C.	 Spanish America
D.	 British North America

41.	The slave trade drastically decreased in British North America. Which of the following 
is the best explanation for this drop in numbers in 1811–1870?

A.	 There were no more Africans to become slaves.
B.	 There were no crops or work for which slave labor was needed.
C.	 Great Britain abolished slavery in all of its colonies.
D.	 Spanish America had more resources to purchase and transport slaves.
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Use the following passage and map to answer questions 42 and 43.

Louisiana Purchase Treaty, 1803

“Let the Land rejoice, for you have bought Louisiana for a Song.”

Gen. Horatio Gates to President Thomas Jefferson, July 18, 1803

Robert Livingston and James Monroe closed on the sweetest real estate deal of the millennium 
when they signed the Louisiana Purchase Treaty in Paris on April 30, 1803. They were authorized 
to pay France up to $10 million for the port of New Orleans and the Floridas. When offered the 
entire territory of Louisiana–an area larger than Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and 
Portugal combined–the American negotiators swiftly agreed to a price of $15 million. 

Although President Thomas Jefferson was a strict interpreter of the Constitution who wondered 
if the U.S. Government was authorized to acquire new territory, he was also a visionary who 
dreamed of an “empire for liberty” that would stretch across the entire continent. As Napoleon 
threatened to take back the offer, Jefferson squelched whatever doubts he had, submitted the 
treaty to Congress, and prepared to occupy a land of unimaginable riches. 

The Louisiana Purchase added 828,000 square miles of land west of the Mississippi River to the 
United States. For roughly 4 cents an acre, the United States had purchased a territory whose 
natural resources amounted to a richness beyond anyone’s wildest calculations. 

Source: National Archives and Records Administration

400 Miles
SCALE

200 0 200
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42.	President Jefferson was reluctant to agree to the purchase of the Louisiana Territory 
because

A.	 He was unsure the Constitution allowed him to make the agreement.
B.	 He was afraid the Indians would be upset.
C.	 He thought New Orleans would become a large trade center and difficult to 

control since it was so far from Washington, D.C.
D.	 Spain had claimed the area as theirs, so Jefferson feared it might cause a war 

with Spain.

43.	Jefferson was a Democratic-Republican. When the Federalists learned about the Louisi-
ana Purchase, they were upset. Which of the following can be inferred about the reason 
the Federalists were upset?

A.	 The Federalists thought the British were involved in the deal.
B.	 The Federalists feared more slave states would enter the Union.
C.	 The Federalists were concerned that more states would become Republican.
D.	 The Federalists understood that the Constitution did not authorize the 

purchase.

Read the following passage and then answer questions 44–46.

The woman suffrage movement was first seriously proposed in the United States at Seneca Falls, 
NY, July 19, 1848, in a general declaration of the rights of women prepared by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and several others. The early leaders of the movement in the United 
States—Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Lucy Stone, Abby Kelley Foster, 
Angelina Grimké, Sarah Grimké, and others—were usually also advocates of temperance and 
of the abolition of slavery. When, however, after the close of the Civil War, the 15 Amendment 
(1870) gave the franchise to newly emancipated African American men, but not to the women 
who had helped win it for them, the suffragists for the most part confined their efforts to the 
struggle for the vote. 

The National Woman Suffrage Association, led by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
was formed in 1869 to agitate for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Another organization, 
the American Woman Suffrage Association, led by Lucy Stone, was organized the same year to 
work through the state legislatures. In the 1870s, disheartened by the response to the proposed 
Federal amendment, suffragists also tried other approaches to winning the vote. These included 
using the courts to challenge their exclusion from voting on the grounds that, as citizens, they 
could not be deprived of their rights as protected by the Constitution. In 1872, Susan B. Anthony 
attempted to vote, hoping to be arrested and to have the opportunity to test this strategy in the 
courts. She was arrested and indicted for “knowingly, wrongfully and unlawfully vot[ing] for a 
representative to the Congress of the United States.” Found guilty and fined, she insisted she 
would never pay a dollar of it. Virginia Minor, a suffrage leader in St. Louis, succeeded in getting 
the issue before the United States Supreme Court, but in 1875 the Court ruled unanimously that 
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citizenship did not automatically confer the right to vote and that the issue of female enfranchise-
ment should be decided within the states. 

These differing approaches—i.e., whether to seek a Federal amendment or to work for state 
amendments—kept the woman suffrage movement divided until 1890, when the two societies 
were united as the National American Woman Suffrage Association. Later leaders included Anna 
Howard Shaw and Carrie Chapman Catt. Several of the states and territories (with Wyoming first, 
in 1869) granted suffrage to the women within their borders. By 1913, 12 states and territories 
had granted voting rights to women, so the National Woman’s party, under the leadership of 
Alice Paul, Lucy Burns, and others, resolved to use the voting power of the enfranchised women 
to force a suffrage resolution through Congress and secure ratification from the state legislatures. 
In 1920 the 19th Amendment to the Constitution granted nationwide suffrage to women.

The 19th amendment guarantees all American women the right to vote. Achieving this milestone 
required a lengthy and difficult struggle; victory took decades of agitation and protest. Begin-
ning in the mid-19th century, several generations of woman suffrage supporters lectured, wrote, 
marched, lobbied, and practiced civil disobedience to achieve what many Americans considered 
a radical change of the Constitution. Few early supporters lived to see final victory in 1920.

Source: National Archives and Records Administration

44.	According to the excerpt, Suffragettes were involved in several other movements as well. 
Which of the following includes the other causes these women championed?

A.	 war protests
B.	 environmental protests
C.	 temperance and abolition of slavery
D.	 world peace

45.	According to the excerpt, the women suffragists used several methods to gain attention 
for their cause including: 

	 (place a check beside the correct answers)

___ formed organizations		  ___ held meetings
___ went to the courts		  ___ participated in parades

46.	Which suffragist made a daring attempt to challenge the denial of women’s vote by 
attempting to vote anyway? She was arrested, convicted, and fined. 

A.	 Elizabeth Cady Stanton
B.	 Lucy Stone
C.	 Virginia Minor
D.	 Susan B. Anthony
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Read the following passage and then answer question 47.

In 1972, Richard Nixon assumed the United State Presidential office as a popular incumbent. 
However, his tenure in the office was a turbulent time for the nation. In June 1972, police arrested 
five men who had broken into the Democratic National Convention headquarters in the Water-
gate office building in Washington DC. The media discovered those arrested were members of the 
committee to reelect the President. One worked at the White House. As a result, people began to 
question whether the President was aware of this plot. Then, during the investigation, the White 
House staff engaged in steps to hide evidence pointing to the President. By 1974 the evidence 
had mounted against the President who resigned from the office of United States President.

47.	After reading the passage, arrange the following information in the order of the events 
which lead to the resignation of President Richard Nixon.

A.	 Steps to cover up the president’s knowledge of the Watergate crime
B.	 The Supreme Court Case of United States v. Richard Nixon

C.	 Discovery that White House staff members were involved
D.	 Break-in at the Democratic National Convention headquarters

“It is common sense to take a method and try it. If it fails, admit it frankly and try another. But 
above all, try something.”

— Franklin D. Roosevelt

48.	Which of the following is President Roosevelt referring to in the above quote?

A.	 his plan for the future
B.	 his disability
C.	 his New Deal
D.	 his job as President

49.	Which of the following is used to release a person from improper imprisonment?

A.	 a writ of mandamus
B.	 a writ of habeas corpus
C.	 the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade

D.	 ex post facto laws

GED_OnlineTest.indb   154 1/6/17   8:57 AM



155

Practice Test 2 Answers

Copyright © 2017 by Research & Education Association, Inc. All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without permission of the publisher.

Answers: Social Studies Practice Test 2

1.	 B.

The Five Freedoms. Option A is part of the Bill of Rights. The entire chart presents the 
first 10 amendments, known as the Bill of Rights (D). Option (C) is the beginning of the 
Constitution.

2.	 A. 

The Rights of the Accused. The four amendments contain information concerning 
being arrested, searched, and trials. 

3.	 C. 

Housing. As used in the context of the sentence housing soldiers in private homes. The 
other three options do not match the meaning of the word.

4.	 C. 

Calculate the mean by adding the numbers and dividing.

5.	 Virginia

Since the graph shows the bars are almost equal in size.

6.	 Mississippi

The 1860 line for Mississippi is longer than the other choices.

7.	 D. 

The decrease in housing may not be due to unemployment. The graph is inconclusive 
and shows there is no correlation of the two.

8.	 D. 

The Southern states had seceded from the Union. Options (A) and (B) are not found on 
this map. Option (C) is not true since the laws had not been determined for the territory.
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9.	 A. 

Indian Removal Act. Option (C) might be a possible answer except the AIM was a 
protest movement in the 1960s. Option (B) and (D) do not relate to the document.

10.	B. 

The Choctaw tribe was being forced to leave their lands. In Harkins’ letter he states 
that his people are said to go voluntarily, but that is false. Option (A) is the opposite of the 
correct answer. Options (C) and (D) are not stated in the letter.

11.	B. 

An area of desert can be found in Northern Africa. In fact, the subtropical Sahara is the 
largest hot desert in the world — but this is not knowable fro the map.

12.	B. 

Provide the legal basis and charter for a new bank in the state of Wyoming. Option (A) 
and (D) are powers of the federal government. Option (C) is a power of the state. 

13.	B. 

Shared by both federal and state. The last sentence of the passage clearly states the defi-
nition of concurrent.

14.	Tokyo.

You should pay attention to the chart’s information and structure.

15.	A.

The Near East and South Asia combined with East Asia is 51%.

16.	Iran, Latin America, and the Caribbean.

17.	• Box #1 = Congress passes the Alien and Sedition Acts 
• Box #3 = Virginia and Kentucky resolutions enacted 
• Box #5 = Election of 1800 ends in a tie  
• Box #7 = The 12th Amendment to the Constitution is ratified 
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	 Here is what your filled-in flow chart should look like:

Congress passes the 
Alien and Sedition Acts

Jefferson and Madison 
write the Kentucky 

and Virginia Resolutions

Virginia and Kentucky 
resolutions enacted 

Nullification becomes 
an issue in the 

Election of 1800

Election of 1800 
ends in a tie  

Jefferson declared the 
winner of the 

Election of 1800

The 12th Amendment 
to the Constitution 

is ratified 

18.	B. 

In the text, the word nullify means “to strike down.”

19.	B.

To provide a way to decide who is president in the event of an equal number of votes. 
Options (A) and (C) are incorrect since the amendment was not added for the purpose of 
winning elections. Option (D) is the opposite since the amendment was made to clarify 
the role of the electoral college.

20.	C. 

It is between two rivers which makes the land very productive. Options (A), (B), and 
(D) are not supported by the map.

21.	Tigris and Euphrates

These are the only rivers on the map.

22.	D. 

Marbury v. Madison affirmed the power of the Court to declare a law unconstitutional. 
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23.	Judicial

Judicial review allows the court to review a case to determine whether a law is uncon-
stitutional.

24.	A.

WTO — World Trade Organization. None of the others is a global organization; there-
fore, they cannot reasonably be connected to globalization.

25.	D. 

More people are insured by Medicare and Medicaid.

26.	D. 

Once recovery was under way, employers would be expected to start rehiring and thus 
more Americans would be expected to have access to employer-sponsored health insur-
ance plans. In addition, with the Affordable Care Act having been launched explicitly to 
reduce the number of uninsured in the United States, it is entirely reasonable to assume 
that the number of uninsured would begin to drop as a result. Choice (A) is the opposite 
of what would reasonably be expected to happen. Choice (B) should be ruled out because, 
even if though a mandate may exist, your response must draw upon the information in the 
statement alone. Choice (C) again goes beyond what you’re given; thus, it must not be the 
correct answer.

27.	B. 

Your payment and credit history. Although debt amounts may be included, income and 
education level would not. This rules out option (A). No information for parents or family 
is needed, and no bank account numbers would be included.

28.	C.

A lengthy trial. This amendment guarantees a speedy and public trial.

29.	B. 

in this passage impartial means “fair.”

30.	B.

A different location for the trial since it may be difficult to find an impartial jury in the 
area the crime was committed.
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31.	Southeast

The line which represents De Soto’s route is entirely located in the Southeast.

32.	More

The chart shows “high school diploma” to have the greatest number of unemployed. 
You should remember to read the titles of charts to determine what information is being 
measured.

33.	Decreased

According to the bar graph, the unemployment rate for people over 25 decreased. How-
ever, this may be explained by the fact that fewer people reported the status for this report. 
The graph must support the data even if it seems illogical.

34.	B. 

Education plays a significant role in finding and keeping a job now and in the future. 
The other options are not supported by the information

35.	C. 

A space shuttle 

36.	C. 

B is incorrect since the passage does not mention Vietnam.

37.	C.

No specific area, but all parts of the nation. Option (D) is incorrect since no cities are 
shown. The other options are not supported by the map.

38.	C. 

Providing assistance after an earthquake in California. Homeland security does not 
investigate in other countries.

39.	B. 

An alert watchfulness

40.	C.

Spanish America has the greatest increase on the chart and in the numbers.
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41.	C. 

Great Britain abolished slavery in all of its colonies.

42.	A. 

He was unsure the Constitution allowed him to make the agreement.

43.	C. 

The Federalists were concerned that more states would become Republican.

44.	C. 

Temperance and abolition of slavery. The other options are not supported by the 
passage.

45.	  The suffragists formed organizations, held meetings, and went to the courts. 

46.	  D.

Susan B. Anthony attempted to vote. 

47.	D, A, C, B.

Break-in at the Democratic National Committee’s headquarters

Steps to cover up the president’s knowledge of the Watergate crime

Discovery that White House staff members were involved

The Supreme Court case of United States v. Richard M. Nixon

48.	C. 

His New Deal is the only option possible. The other options are not supported by the 
quote in any logical way.

49.	

The primary function of a writ of habeas corpus is to effect the release of someone who 
has been imprisoned without due process of law.
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